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Top 10 reasons to be a member of your professional organizations
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(New Mexico Counseling Association, New Mexico School Counselor Association, American School Counselor Association)

9.  You’ll get updates regarding licensing, competencies changes, and how legislative issues will affect your job via the quarterly “Sunspot” newsletter delivered right to your e-mail!  Not to mention access to ASCA’s other journals and magazines.





10.  Your dues help organize Legislative support, funding, and even possible raises for your position!





8.  By networking with other professional school counselors you can share best practices and help today’s youth become tomorrow’s leaders!





7.  You will get all the information about professional development opportunities in your area!





6.  You will learn about the history and purpose of school counseling, including traditional and transformed roles of school counselors. (ASCA School Counselor Competency (2008) II-A-4)





5.  By keeping abreast of the latest research you will be better equipped to accomplish measurable objectives and demonstrate that your program aligns with current school improvement and student success initiatives at the school, district, and state levels (ASCA Scool Sounselor Competenciy (2008) II-B1).





4.  Many ethical guidelines suggest joining professional organizations. (ASCA’s Ethical Tips for School Counselors #11, ASCA’s Ethical Standards for School Counselors (2004) F.2.a.)  By doing so, you are actively working to stay informed and connected.





3.  ASCA provides liability insurance!  If you are sued for alleged malpractice and at the hearing they ask you “Are you a member of your professional organization?”  You can confidently answer, “Yes!”





2.  You are a Professional School Counselor and a role model for others in the profession.  Show your pride!





1. Getting involved can provide the support you need to help you really make a difference, where it really counts:  FOR THE KIDS!








�� To become a NMSCA/NMCA Member: � HYPERLINK "http://www.nmca-nm.org/pages/membership.php" �http://www.nmca-nm.org/pages/membership.php� .


Professional Membership Fee: $60  Retired/Student Membership Fee: $30 Additional divisions: $15 each  


To become an ASCA Member: � HYPERLINK "http://schoolcounselor.org/content.asp?pl=325&sl=128&contentid=245" �http://schoolcounselor.org/content.asp?pl=325&sl=128&contentid=245�


Professional Membership Fee: $115  Student Membership: $60  All members are automatically covered for $1 million in professional liability coverage at no additional cost.








